Biology 252/254 -Genetics General Information   Fall, 2008
Instructor:
Rick Kesseli


Office:  Wheatley 3-024.  Phone:  287-6627 



email:  rick.kesseli@umb.edu


Office Hours:  Monday and Wed. 1- 2:30 PM or by appointment.  (Never just before lecture or exam).  Times are subject to change.

Class Meetings:  
Lectures:  MWF, 12 – 12:50, Snowden Aud.



Labs: Wheatley 3-068:





Section 1:   Tu, 9:30 - 12:30




Section 2:   W, 2 - 5 





Section 3:   Th, 1 - 4
Text:  Klug, Cummings, Spencer & Palladino, Concepts of Genetics 9th Edition, Pearson. If you have the 8th Edition, you can use that and follow the syllabus for Fall 2007 (on-line).  
Prerequisites for Bio 252 and 254:
· Bio. 111 and 112 or their equivalent.  (One year of General Biology with a laboratory)

· Introductory Chemistry 115, 116 or its equivalent. 

· Placement into Math 110 or higher, by a math placement test.  This requirement ensures that you have the quantitative skills to tackle the problem solving aspects of the course.  

Biology 254:
If you are enrolled in Biology 254, then you are taking the lecture component of Genetics without the laboratory.  Biology majors must take Bio. 252.
Class notes and handouts:


The projections from my powerpoint presentations to the class and the information from handouts will be deposited in my lab web site (www.genetics.umb.edu/ ).  I will post the full set of last year’s presentations on line.  I often alter some of these as I give the lectures, but the set from last year should be very close to the current version.  My figures and tables do not generally have much text with them (they are discussed in class).  Some of these figures are from the book, but others are not and thus without your own notes from class, they may be difficult to interpret.  To access the pdf files, go to my web site, click on the Biol 252/254 link, and type “genetics” for the course and the password (to be supplied).  You do NOT need to make hard copies of all of these.  You have a book which is your “hard copy.”  Reviewing them before or after the class might be useful, but reading the text assigned is more important.
Problem Sets:
The Genetics course includes significant amounts of problem solving, with problem sets assigned almost weekly during the first half of the course and less often thereafter.  These problem sets will be relevant to the course as a whole (including exams) and will be discussed during the first half-hour of the laboratory sessions.  I routinely place assigned homework problems and those from the “Insights and Solutions” sections (possibly with slight alterations to discourage memorization) directly on the exams, so it greatly benefits you to learn how to answer these questions. The answer key for the problem sets is on reserve in the library.  Problem sets will be discussed each week in lab.  Bio 254 students are encouraged to attend the first part of one lab session on those weeks that problem sets are being discussed, especially if they need help with the course. 

Exams and Grading:
The grade for the lecture section of the course will be based on three one-hour exams (100 points each) plus the final exam (200 points), plus 40+ “free” points for attending lectures (see below).  Total number of points for the lecture portion of the course is 540.  For students enrolled in Biology 252, the laboratory grade will represent 25% of the total course grade (180 points with a total of 720 for these students).  Details about the lab grade will be discussed during the first laboratory period.  

Who Wants To Be a Millionaire Geneticist?   You are required to get one of the iClickers from the bookstore.  Many of you may already have these from Brian White’s Intro Biology course and thus do not need to buy them.  We will be using these throughout the semester to answer questions in class.  These questions will allow you to see where you stand in your understanding of the material and they will allow me to gage the class progress.  They will also be the basis of the 40+ free points.  

All students must take exams at the scheduled times.  This policy is strictly enforced.  If there are exceptional circumstances such as illness, you must obtain permission for a makeup exam from Rick Kesseli as soon as possible before the scheduled exam.  A medical excuse from a physician will be required.  


Incompletes are given only when a specific component of the course can not be completed for good reason.  The grade of incomplete is not given to avoid a low grade.

Academic Conduct:
It is important that you are familiar with the following UMB web sites on Academic Honesty http://www.umb.edu/student_services/student_rights/code_conduct.html.  These are also printed in the Student Handbook and Undergraduate Catalog.  Penalties for academic misconduct in the course are strictly enforced and severe.

Questions or Problems?

See Rick Kesseli or the Teaching Assistants, Jana Bagarova  (jana_bagar@yahoo.com), Jan Chang (Chang.Jan@gmail.com) and Tamzid Chowdhury (chowdhury.tamjid@gmail.com).  The TAs and I are here to help you, but we are very busy.  One of the best times to meet with the TAs is at the end of your lab session.  Labs often end early and the TAs have set this block aside for you.  Try to use this block of time before scheduling numerous additional hours.


There are also tutors available for this course.  These are former students who have done very well in the course.  They get paid from Academic Support to help you.  You can contact Academic Support (Campus Center 1st floor Rm. 1300) to get availability times for the tutors and to fill out paperwork (so they get paid) or you can email the tutors yourself (I will supply email addresses in class) to make arrangements and set times.  

Special Event -- For the first time we have Facilitated Study Groups (FSG) associated with this class.  Melinda Gammon, Melinda.Gammon@umb.edu, who has deep knowledge of this course and extensive teaching experience will be conducting these FSG with the goal of providing students with the skills and knowledge to excel in this course.  We have tentatively scheduled two sessions these for Mondays 2- 3 and Thursdays 11-12, Room # M-1-318.  Students wishing to take advantage of this opportunity should plan on regularly attending one of these sessions.
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